Miracles

Week One

The Calming of the Storm
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This series of readings delves into the spiritual meanings of miracles the Lord performed on earth as described in the Gospels.

On Day One, you will find the miracle as told in the Gospel of Matthew. 

On Day Three, you will find the story as told in the Gospel of Mark. 

And on Day Five, you will find the story as told in the Gospel of Luke. 

On Days Two, Four and Six there are related stories.

In the quotations from the Gospels,smaller italic print is used for words that are not found in the original Greek manuscripts but are inserted by the translators to make the meaning clearer

Day One

Matthew 8

23 And when He had gotten up into the ship, His disciples followed Him. 

24 And behold, there arose a great quaking in the sea, so that the ship is covered with the waves; but He was asleep. 

25 And coming near, the disciples awoke Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!” 

26 And He says to them, “Why are you frightened, O you of little faith?” Then He rose and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a great calm. 

27 And the men marveled, saying, “What manner of Man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

What does a storm represent? How does the Lord calm a spiritual storm?

AE 514:22  This [story] represented the state of men of the church when they are in what is natural and not yet in what is spiritual. In this state the natural affections, which are various cupidities [or cravings] springing from the loves of self and the world, rise up and produce various commotions of the mind. In this state the Lord appears as it were absent. This apparent absence is signified by His being asleep. But when they come out of a natural into a spiritual state, these commotions cease, and there comes tranquility of mind. For the Lord calms the tempestuous commotions of the natural man when the spiritual mind is opened, and through it the Lord flows into the natural. Since the affections that are of the love of self and of the world, and the consequent thoughts and reasonings, are from hell—for they are lusts of every kind that rise up from hell into the natural man—these lusts, too, are signified by "the wind and the waves of the sea," and hell itself is signified by the "sea" in the spiritual sense.

What does an earthquake represent?

AC 3356  The reason a "quaking" or "movement" denotes a change of state is that it takes place in space and in time, and in the other life there is no idea of space and of time, but instead of them there is state. It is indeed true that in the other life all things appear as in space, and follow one another as if in time. But in themselves the space and time are changes of state, for they come from changes of state.… Men may know this from the fact that so far as a man is in a state of the affections and of the derivative joy, and so far as he is in a state of the thoughts and of a consequent absence from the body, so far he is not in time, for many hours then appear to him scarcely as one; and this is because his internal man or spirit has states to which the spaces and times in the external man correspond. "Movement," therefore, being a successive progression in space and time, is in the internal sense a change of state.

Why does the Lord appear to be absent or asleep?

TCR 105  The Divine order is that man should set himself in order for the reception of God and prepare himself to be a receptacle and abode into which God may enter and in which, as in His temple, God may dwell. From himself man must do this, and yet must acknowledge that it is from God. He must acknowledge this because he does not feel the presence and operation of God, although God in closest presence operates all the good of love and all the truth of faith in man…. 

In like manner it was necessary for the Lord to progress, in order to make His natural human Divine. This is why He prayed to the Father… ascribed to Him all that He did and said, and why He exclaimed upon the cross, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?" For in this state God seems to be absent. 

But after this state comes another, which is the state of conjunction with God. In this state man acts as before, but now from God. But now he does not need, as before, to ascribe to God every good that he wills and does, and every truth that he thinks and speaks, because this is written upon his heart, and thus is inwardly in all his actions and words.

Questions for Discussion

What are some examples of someone being in a state where only the natural affections (like cravings) are ruling? How might this feel like being in a storm?

The great quake in the sea represents a change in state. What are some examples of someone being "shook" out of their state? 

When someone is in a temptation, the Lord can seem absent, although He is really in the same ship. The Lord knew the disciples needed help, but why is it important that the He waited for the disciples to come to Him? How does this relate to us and prayer?

After the Lord brings calm, the disciples marveled, saying "What manner of Man is this, that even the winds and sea obey Him?" We are also told that after the Lord helps someone through temptation, they come to a new level of appreciation of God. What might this new level of appreciation or faith look or feel like?

Day Two

Psalm 107

23 Those who go down to the sea in ships, 

     Who do work in many waters, 

24 They see the works of Jehovah, 

     And His wonders in the deep. 

25 And He spoke, and He makes the wind of the tempest to stand up, 

     And He lifts up its waves on high…. 

29 He made the tempest to stand still, 

     That their waves might be hushed.

AE 419:23. This treats of temptations and of the deliverance from them. "The wind of the tempest," and thus "the waves of the sea lifted up," signify temptations. And as spiritual temptations come through falsities breaking into the thoughts, which is the source of remorse of conscience and grief of mind and spirit, these are signified by "the wind of the tempest stood up, and He lifts up its waves on high." Deliverance from them is signified by "He made the tempest to stand still, that the waves might be hushed."

What are Temptations?

NJHD 187  Only people who are being regenerated undergo spiritual temptations. For spiritual temptations are pains of mind induced by evil spirits, with those who are in goods and truths. While those spirits are stirring up the evils which are with them, there arises the anxiety of temptation. Man does not know where this anxiety comes from because he does not know this origin.

NJHD 188  For there are both evil and good spirits with every man; the evil spirits are in his evils and the good spirits are in his goods. When the evil spirits approach they draw out his evils, while the good spirits, on the contrary, draw out his goods. From this a collision and conflict arises, from which the man has interior anxiety, which is temptation. Hence it is plain that temptations are not induced by heaven but by hell. This is also the faith of the church, which teaches that God tempts no one.

NJHD 189  There are also inner anxieties with people who are not in goods and truths. But these are natural rather than spiritual anxieties. They are distinguished by this, that natural anxieties have worldly things for their objects, but spiritual anxieties are about heavenly things. 

NJHD 190  In temptations, the issue is the dominion of good over evil, or of evil over good. The evil that wants to have dominion is in the natural or external man, and good is in the spiritual or internal man. If evil conquers, the natural man has dominion; if good conquers, the spiritual has dominion.

HD 191  These combats are carried on by the truths of faith, which are from the Word. From these truths man must fight against evils and falsities. If he fights on the basis of any other principles, he does not conquer, because the Lord is not in others. Because this combat is carried on by the truths of faith, therefore man is not admitted into it until he is in the knowledges of good and truth, and has gained some spiritual life from them. Therefore such combats do not take place with man until he has come of age.

NJHD 192  If man succumbs, his state after temptation becomes worse than his state before it. In fact evil has then acquired power over good, and falsity over truth.

NJHD 193  Since at this day faith is rare because there is no charity, for the church is at its end, therefore few at this day are admitted into any spiritual temptations. Hence it is scarcely known what they are, and what purpose they serve.

Questions for  Discussion

Why is it so important that someone have a conscience, and why can it feel like anxiety when our conscience is stirred in spiritual temptations?

What is the difference between the anxieties of natural temptation and spiritual temptation? What are some examples of each?

The battle in spiritual temptation is between good and evil, but it is carried out between truth and falsity. What does this battle look like in a person's life?

Day Three

Mark 4

35 And He says to them on that day when evening had come, Let us go across to the other side. 

36 And leaving the crowd, they took Him as He was in the ship; and there were also with Him other boats. 

37 And a great storm of wind arose, and the waves were rushing into the ship, so that it was already filled. 

38 And He was in the stern, sleeping on a pillow; and they awake Him, and say to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?” 

39 And being awakened, He rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Be silent! Be speechless!” And the wind grew quiet, and there was a great calm.                                    1 Literally, “be muzzled”

40 And He said to them, “Why are you so frightened? How do you have no faith?” 

41 And they feared with a great fear, and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?” 






Why did the Lord rebuke the wind?

AE 514:23  It is said that "the Lord rebuked the wind"…. This could not have been said to the wind and to the sea unless the wind and sea had meant hell, from which the tempestuous emotions of the mind from various cupidities arise. 

What is meant by the waves rushing into the ship?

AE 419:24  …This miracle involves spiritual temptations. "A great storm of wind, so that the waves beat into the boat, and it was filling," signifies such temptations. And that when they were in extreme fear, "Jesus awoke, and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Be silent! Be speechless!’ and the wind ceased, and there was a great calm," signifies deliverance from temptations. Moreover, every single word here contains a spiritual sense; but this is not the place to unfold it particularly, but only to note that the "storm" and "tempest of wind" signify temptations, for temptations are eruptions of falsities, or floodings of the mind by falsities. This, too, is plain from the rebuke of the wind and the waves, and from the words of the Lord to the sea, "Be still, be dumb," as if He were speaking to those things or those persons that induce temptations.

What are the uses of temptations?

HD 194  Temptations serve for acquiring dominion for good over evil, and for truth over falsity; also for confirming truths, and conjoining them to goods, and at the same time for dispelling evils and the falsities that come from them. They serve also for opening the internal spiritual man, and for subjecting the natural man to it; as also for breaking down the loves of self and the world and subduing the lusts which are from them. When these things have happened, enlightenment and perception as to what truth and good are and what falsity and evil are take place for a man. Hence for a man intelligence and wisdom happen, which afterwards increase day by day.

HD 195  The Lord alone fights for man in temptations. If man does not believe that the Lord alone fights and conquers for him, he undergoes only external temptation, which does not do him any good.

What is meant by redemption?

TCR 123  Redemption was a work purely Divine. He who knows what hell is, and to what a height it had risen and how it had overflowed the whole world of spirits at the time of the Lord's coming, and with what might the Lord cast it down and scattered it, and afterwards brought into order both hell and heaven, cannot but wonder and declare that all this must have been a purely Divine work. 

TCR 123:5  The Lord’s combat against hell may be compared to resistance against the whole ocean, breaking in with its waves over demolished barriers upon countries and towns; and the Lord’s subjugation of hell is meant by His calming the sea by saying, Peace, be still (Mark 4:38, 39; Matt. 8:26; Luke 8:23, 24) for here, as in many other places, the "sea" signifies hell.

Questions for Discussion

How might it help to be able to imagine that spiritual temptation comes about by the approach and presence of evil spirits?

Why is it so important that that we recognize that the Lord alone does the fighting for good in temptation?

Day Four

Matthew 13

1 …Jesus sat by the seaside. 

2 And many crowds gathered to Him, so that entering into a boat, He sat; and all the crowds stood on the shore. 

3 And He spoke many things to them in parables (see also Mark 4:1-2).

Luke 5

1 …[Jesus] was standing by the lake of Gennesaret. 

2 And He saw two ships standing by the lake…. 

3 And having stepped into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land; and sitting down,  He taught the crowd from the ship.

AE 514:20 As all things in the Old Testament contain a spiritual sense within them, so do all things in the New Testament that are in the Gospels and in Revelation. Moreover, all the Lord's words and doings and miracles signify Divine heavenly things, because the Lord spoke from the Divine, and did His works and miracles from the Divine, therefore from first things through last things, and thus in fullness. From this it can be seen that the Lord’s teaching from boats was significative; also that it was significative that He chose certain of His disciples from boats while they were fishing; and that He walked upon the sea to the boat in which the disciples were, and from there calmed the wind….

These things took place because the "sea" and the "lake of Gennesaret" signify, in reference to the Lord, the knowledges of good and truth in the whole complex, and "Simon's boat" signifies the doctrinals of faith; so "His teaching from a boat" signifies that the teaching was from doctrine.

What is the meaning of a ship or boat?

AE 514 ..."Ships," in a strict sense, as being containing vessels, signify the Word and doctrine from the Word, because the Word and doctrine therefrom contain the knowledges of truth and good, as ships contain riches; and "trading," which is chiefly done by ships, signifies acquiring knowledges for oneself and communicating them to others. But when the contents rather than the container are meant, "ships" signify the knowledges from the Word and from doctrine from the Word.

Where do temptations come from?

NJHD 196. …Something [more] will be said about temptations in order that it may be known still more clearly where they come from. 

It is called spiritual temptation when the truths of faith which a man believes in his heart and according to which he loves to live are assaulted within him, especially when the good of love, in which he places his spiritual life, is assaulted. Those assaults take place in various ways, as by an influx of scandals against truths and goods into the thoughts and the will; also by a continual drawing out and bringing to remembrance of the evils that one has committed, and of the falsities he has thought, thus by a flood of such things; and at the same time by an apparent shutting up of the interiors of the mind, and consequently of communication with heaven, by which the capacity of thinking from his own faith and of willing from his own love are cut off

These things are done by the evil spirits who are present with man. When they take place, they appear under the form of interior anxieties and pains of conscience, for they affect and torment man's spiritual life, because he supposes that they come not from evil spirits, but from his own interiors. Man does not know that such assaults are from evil spirits because he does not know that spirits are present with him, evil spirits in his evils, and good spirits in his goods, and that they are in his thoughts and affections. These temptations are most grievous when they are accompanied by bodily pains, and still more so when those pains last a long time and the Divine mercy is implored, and still there is no deliverance. From this comes despair, which is the end.

Questions for Discussion

The Lord seemed to spend a significant amount of time on ships and boats while in the world, including preaching and teaching from onboard them. What might represent in our lives?

If ships are "containing vessels" and signify "the Word and doctrine from the Word", how can we imagine a doctrine as a containing vessel? What is an example of something that a doctrine might contain?

Day Five

Luke 8

22 And it came to pass on one of the days that He entered into a ship, and His disciples; and He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake; and they launched out. 

23 And as they sailed He went to sleep. And a storm of wind came down on the lake, and they were being filled with water, and were in danger. 

24 And coming near, they awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” But He, arising, rebuked the wind and the surging of the water; and they ceased, and there was a calm. 

25 And He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And being afraid they marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that He commands the winds and the water, and they obey Him? 

What do the sea and wind symbolize?

AR 343:4  By "the sea" is here signified hell, and by "the wind" influx [or influence] from it.

What is meant by the disciples’ fearfulness?

AR 891  By "the fearful" are signified they who are in no faith. This is evident from the following passages:

Jesus said to the disciples, Why are you fearful, O men of little faith? (Matt. 8:26; Mark 4:39, 40; Luke 8:25)

Jesus said to the ruler of the synagogue, Fear not; only believe, then thy daughter shall be saved (Luke 8:49, 50; Mark 5:36).

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom (Luke 12:32).

The same is meant by "fear not" (Matt. 17:6, 7; 28:3-5, 10; Luke 1:12-13, 30; 2:9-10 [in the Christmas and Easter stories] and elsewhere).

Why were the disciples so afraid?

AE 815:7  …When the disciples could not heal the lunatic, Jesus said to them, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? And Jesus healed him; and He said to the disciples that they could not heal him by reason of their unbelief (Matt. 17:14, seq.).

Jesus came into His own country, and there they were offended in Him; and Jesus said, A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house. And He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief (Matt. 13:57, 58).

The Lord called the disciples "men of little faith" when they were unable to do miracles in His name, and He was unable to do miracles in His own country because of their unbelief, for the reason that while the disciples believed the Lord to be the Messiah or Christ, also the Son of God, and the prophet of whom it was written in the Word, yet they did not believe that He was God Almighty, and that Jehovah the Father was in Him. Yet so far as they believed Him to be a man and not at the same time God, His Divine, to which omnipotence belongs, could not be present with the disciples by faith. For faith presents the Lord as present… but faith in Him only as a man does not present His Divine omnipotence as present. For the same reason those in the world at the present day who look to His Human alone and not at the same time to His Divine, as the Socinians and Arians do, cannot be saved. 

Questions for Discussion

The Lord challenged the disciples by asking them "Where is your faith?" Does the Lord challenge us with a similar question? What does that appear like?

When the disciples thought of Jesus as just a man, and not as the one and only almighty God, they were susceptible to fear, or a lack of faith. Does something similar happen when people think the truths of the Word are just good ideas, and not the Word of God?

Day Six

Matthew 7

24. Therefore whoever hears these words of Mine and does them, I will liken him to a prudent man, who built his house on the rock.

25. And the rain descended, and the rivers came, and the winds blew, and they fell before that house, yet it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock.

26. And everyone who hears these words of Mine and does not do them shall be likened to a foolish man, who built his house on the sand.

27. And the rain descended, and the rivers came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell, and the fall of it was great. 

AE 419:21 "The rain descended and the winds blew" signifies temptations, and consequently falsities rushing in; for spiritual temptations are nothing else than infestations of the mind by falsities and evils, so here, too, "winds" signify falsities. 

What do winds mean?

AE 419 …The separation of the good from the evil and the casting out of the evil in the spiritual world are brought about by various degrees of moderation and intensity of the Divine proceeding from the Lord as a sun. When this flows in moderately the good are separated from the evil, and when it flows in intensely the evil are cast out, and for the following reasons. 

When the Divine from the Lord flows in moderately there is everywhere tranquility and serenity, in which all appear such as they [really] are in respect to the state of their good, for all then stand forth in light. Consequently those who are in good from a spiritual origin are then separated from those who are in good merely from a natural origin. For the Lord looks upon those who are in spiritual good and leads them, and thus separates them. Those who are in good from a spiritual origin… are angels of heaven. 

But those who are merely in good from a natural origin are not good because they are not spiritual, for the good appearing with them is evil, because it has regard to self and the world as an end. Such people do good in external form with reference to their own glory, honor, and gain, and not with reference to the neighbor’s good. Consequently they do good only that they may be seen by men.… 

But when the Divine from the Lord flows in intensely, the goods with the evils are dispersed, because these goods are in themselves not goods but evils, and evils do not endure the influx of the Divine. This causes the externals in such spirits to be closed up, and when these are closed up the interiors are opened, in which there is nothing except evils and falsities from them; and this brings them into pain, anguish, and torment, on account of which they cast themselves down into the hells, where there are evils and falsities like their own.

AE 419:22  In the spiritual world as in the natural world strong winds and tempests spring up. But the tempests in the spiritual world spring from the influx of the Divine into the parts below, where there are spirits who are who are in evils and falsities. As that influx descends from the heavens towards the lands that lie below, it becomes denser and appears like clouds, and with the evil, it looks dense and dark according to the quantity and quality of the evil. These clouds are appearances of falsity from evil, arising from the spheres of their life; for around every spirit and angel there is a sphere of life. 

When from the Lord as a sun the Divine is sent forth powerfully and flows into these dense and dark clouds, a tempest arises, which is perceived by spirits there just like tempests on the earth are perceived by men. At different times it has been granted me to perceive these tempests, and also the east wind by which the evil were dispersed and cast into the hells, when the Last Judgment was in progress.

Questions for Discussion

What are some examples of "falsities rush in" like wind into someone's mind during temptation, and how might they cause a storm or temptation in someone's life?

How does the Lord use the winds that come in temptation to separate good from evil?

What role are we to play in the fight in temptation, if we are also to recognize that the Lord alone does the real work?

